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SFGH Intern Nightfloat 2007-2008
The SFGH intern nightfloat is an R1 in house every night from 8:00PM to 8:30AM.  The SFGH intern nightfloat’s role is primarily to cross-cover the Medicine teams and, secondarily, assist the resident nightfloat to admit new patients after the medicine and cardiology teams have capped.

8:00pm 
Nightfloat intern pages the long call medicine interns to pick up the two covering intern pagers (Intern A and Intern B) and go over the computer sign out files for the respective firms. Take signout for all patients except for those covered by the on-call team.  

You should also locate the resident nightfloat to find out their pager number soon after arrival (the resident arrives at 8:30pm). A list of who is on each night is listed on amion under “Shift.”

8:00pm-7:00am
The intern responds to cross-cover calls and also works with the resident night float admitting hold over patients if there are no acute cross cover issues.

7:00—7:30am   
Nightfloat gives the two covering pagers to the new on call interns.   

7:30—8:30am 
Attend the exciting resident morning report every day except Thursday.

Backup:  The nightfloat should contact 1) the resident nightfloat  2) the ICU resident or  3) the admitting medicine residents in that order if they need help.

Call room – Your call room is shared between the cardiology intern and the medicine sub-I.  (There are two rooms with three beds)  You should decide with them nightly who will be in which bed at the beginning of the night.  The call room key is attached to the Intern A pager.
SFGH NIGHTFLOAT TIPS

· Your role is to care for the patients overnight.  This can range from a simple sleeping pill order to an acutely ill patient who needs transfer to the unit.  Be thoughtful and thorough about your evaluations, and document in the chart any events that required you to see the patient or make any diagnostic or treatment plan changes. Communication is key to high quality patient care. If patient gets transferred to a higher level of care or dies, please update the ward resident (number is on signout info).

· There are no verbal orders, except in an emergency.

· You will be a very popular person at night, get to know your nurses and clerks.  Good relations will make your job much easier.  

· In the morning, wait for all the interns and on-call residents in the residents’ room so you can communicate with them the events of the night.  People usually start to come to work around 7am.  If you have to see a patient at this time, write on the board where you are, so the interns can find you.

· If there is an important issue or ambiguous signout about something important  – page the primary resident at home.  This is much better than making an avoidable error.  
GOOD LUCK.  REMEMBER, YOU ARE NOT ALONE.  Your backup is eager to help.  SLEEP DURING THE DAY.  MIDNIGHT MEAL IS NOW PROVIDED IN THE 2C8 LOCKER ROOM—FOOD IN FRIDGE: COMBO 1-7-3-8
